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law of selection and many applications to the details of development 
of higher and lower organisms, the book gives a detailed theory of 
the action of what the author calls the kinetic system, — the brain, 
liver, thyroid, adrenals, and the muscles. This system is specifically 
adapted to transform potential into kinetic energy for the produc- 
tion of heat and motion. The greater portion of the book is devoted 
to the study of the effects of the brain, thyroid, and adrenals in 
hastening the energy transformations in cases of emergency, during 
emotion and fatigue, with mention of similar disturbances in disease. 

It is asserted that the tissues of the brain, adrenals, thyroid, and 
liver show the same characteristic changes in emotion, fatigue, and 
in certain diseases. This corresponds to the excessive action of these 
structures in each state. A number of generalizations makes very 
simple the explanation for many apparently complicated phenomena. 
Fatigue, excessive emotion, and many diseased conditions are due 
in the last analysis to an increase in the acid in the blood (acidosis). 
This is induced or increased by action of the thyroid and muscles, 
and normally compensated for by the liver, by the adrenals, and 
by respiration, which is automatically increased by the stimulation 
of the medullary centers by the acid of the blood. Many interest- 
ing corollaries of this theory are noted in connection with medical 
and surgical practise. 

Some of the general statements seem not justified by present 
knowledge, however suggestive they may be as hypotheses. Thus the 
Nissl bodies are identified with adrenalin; it is suggested that 
nervous action may be due to electric interchange between the 
acid tissue of the brain and the alkaline tissues of the periphery; 
and that unconsciousness accompanies excessive acidosis, because 
when the difference in potential between center and periphery is 
thus reduced to zero, nervous impulses no longer pass. In spite of 
or perhaps because of these extreme hypotheses and marked simpli- 
fication of explanation, the volume will prove interesting and 
stimulating to the cautious reader. 

W. B. PlLLSBUEY. 

University of Michigan. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

REVISTA DE PILOSOFIA. March, 1917. Los que pasaban 
(pp. 161-202) : Paul Geoussac. -An account of the life and influ- 
ence of Pedro Goyena. El espiritu segun Bergson (pp. 203-214) : 
Enrique Molina. -Instead of the mystery of the transformations of 
energy produced in the brain cells, Bergson adduces the still greater 
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mystery of an unintelligible mind which forms the essential basis of 
psychical life. La cultura cientifica en los paises hispano-americanos 
(pp. 215-232) : Alfredo Colmo. - Scientific discoveries are manifes- 
tations of the evolution of human intellect, far later in time than the 
production of the works of art. They can not take place among 
primitive peoples. Las doctrinas de Cabanis y sus proyecciones 
pedagogicas (pp. 233-249) : J. A. Ferreyra. - The glory of Cabanis 
consists in his having laid the foundation of psychological physiology, 
and in having devoted his genius to the education of his contempo- 
raries. Notas sobre la mentalidad colonial (pp. 249-296) : Jose 
Ingenieros. - Education in the colonial period was directed to serve 
the interests of the Spanish monarchy and of the Papal See. Analisis 
de libros y revistas. 

Science and Learning in France : With a Survey of Opportunities for 

American Students in French Universities. An Appreciation by 

American Scholars. Society for American Fellowships in French 

Universities. 1917. Pp. xxxviii -f- 454. 

Stevenson, B. L. Socio-Anthropometry : An Inter-Racial Critique. 

Boston : Richard G. Badger. 1916. Pp. 153. $1.00. 
Studies in Psychology. Contributed by Colleagues and Former Stu- 
dents of Edward Bradford Titchener. Worcester, Mass. : Louis 
N. Wilson. 1917. Pp. 337. 



NOTES AND NEWS 

The January-March, 1917, number (Vol. IV., No. 1) of the Me- 
moirs of the American Anthropological Association is devoted to an 
extremely interesting study by E. Sidney Hartland on "Matrilinial 
Kinship and the Question of its Priority." Mr. Hartland brings to- 
gether very carefully the evidence at present available with the result 
that he finds the claims of priority for paternal descent unwarranted, 
leaving the burden of proof upon the shoulders of those "who deny 
that female descent has in any particular case preceded the reckoning 
of kinship exclusively through males. ' ' 

M. Emile Boutroux, professor of philosophy at Paris, has been 
appointed Herbert Spencer lecturer at the University of Oxford for 
the present year. A Romanes lecturer at the university has not been 
appointed, the income having been transferred to the emergency relief 
fund of the university. 



